Blooms in Puget Sound 
August 24 through 26, 2011

Intense phytoplankton blooms that were first imaged on August 23, 2011 in Puget Sound are observed in the Strait of Juan de Fuca and further north by August 24, 2011 (figure 1). On the same day, high concentrations of surface chlorophyll were also visible in Burrard Inlet (figure 1: top left spectra), New Dungeness Bay (figure 1: bottom left spectra) and Port Susan (figure 1: top right spectra). The strength of the blooms in Puget Sound decreased by August 26, 2011 (figure 2: bottom right spectra). The blooms in New Dungeness Bay (figure 2: bottom left spectra) and along the Washington Coast between Bellingham and Everett have remained (figure 2: top two right spectra). An intense bloom is occurring in Narrows Inlet (figure 2: top left spectra). 
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Figure 1: August 24, 2011, MERIS MCI images and spectra of intense phytoplankton blooms in Puget Sound and Burrard Inlet. 
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Figure 2: August 26, 2011, MERIS MCI images and spectra of intense phytoplankton blooms in Puget Sound.

