








The Center for Coastal Studies has a position available in the Water Quality Monitoring Program for a Laboratory Technician.  

Program Description: The Center for Coastal Studies (CCS) has monitored the water quality of Cape Cod Bay continuously for 18 years and Nantucket Sound for 13 years.  Through collaborations with several other organizations, CCS currently collects water quality data and samples at over 120 stations, encompassing Cape Cod Bay, Nantucket Sound and the majority of the embayments and estuaries throughout Cape Cod.  These stations are sampled regularly providing an impressive dataset that reveals long-term trends as well as seasonal and interannual variability. This is the longest-running and only comprehensive monitoring program for the Bay and the Sound and has provided valuable baseline data on nutrients (nitrogen, phosphorous), water temperature, salinity, dissolved oxygen concentrations, chlorophyll and turbidity for the Cape’s surrounding coastal waters. These data have been integral to expanding our understanding of how human activities and management actions affect our surrounding water bodies.

In 2023, as part of the Cape Cod Freshwater Initiative, CCS expanded its laboratory work to include processing and analysis of freshwater pond samples collected by the Association to Preserve Cape Cod from 50 ponds, representing every town on Cape Cod.  This new Initiative provides data necessary to enhance pond stewardship and to shape effective pond management and protection tactics throughout the Cape.

Job Description: The Laboratory Technician supports the Water Quality Monitoring Program by performing chemical laboratory analysis on water samples. Primary duties include processing and analysis of marine and freshwater samples for nutrients, alkalinity, and chlorophyll, running and maintaining the laboratory instrumentation necessary to do the analyses and other duties associated with maintenance of the laboratory work area.  This position requires an individual to have a Bachelor’s degree in Biology, Chemistry, Environmental Science or related field and two years of experience as a Laboratory Assistant. Applicants must be meticulous, have good written and oral communication skills, and above average problem-solving abilities. 

Applicants must be able to perform the following duties:
· Perform chemical water analyses using methods and procedures approved by the EPA;
· Adhere to quality assurance procedures by Mass DEP, EPA, and other regulatory agencies for sample collection, data quality and laboratory instruments. Maintain the QA database and participates in proficiency evaluations and inspections;
· Performs all duties in a manner consistent with company safety procedures for analytical laboratories;
· Assist with field work, sample collection and processing as needed and when time permits.

Job Type: Part-time with option of becoming Full-time with benefits
Salary:  Commensurate with experience







Required Experience/Qualifications:
· At least 2 years of experience as a laboratory assistant;
· Bachelor’s degree or higher in chemistry, biology, environmental science, or related field;
· Ability to multi-task and prioritize;
· Ability to follow-through and complete tasks;
· Ability to follow guidelines and procedures;
· Ability to work both independently and in a team environment.

Preferred Experience/Qualifications:
· Familiarity with continuous segmented flow-cell auto-analyzers;
· Familiarity with MatLab, R, or similar programming language.

Application process: Please submit your cover letter, resume, and the contact information for three references via email in PDF format to employment@coastalstudies.org. Please use "Lab Technician" in the subject line of your email. No phone calls, please.  The Center for Coastal Studies is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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