January 12: Elizabeth Friend
Introduction to American Folk Art

Beth Friend was born in North Attleboro, Massachusetts. She is a graduate of Mary C. Wheeler School
in Providence, Rhode Island and has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Art History from Wheaton College in
Norton, Massachusetts with a major in Chinese Art History and Modern Dance. After a number of years
of teaching art in the North Attleboro school system, Beth received a Master’s degree in counseling
Psychology from Bridgewater State College and began a fifteen-year career as a guidance counselor at
Dennis-Yarmouth Regional High School. After her retirement as an educator, she worked as a buyer and
floor manager for the Barn & Co. in Yarmouth Port, Massachusetts. She is a past president of the
Academy for Life Long Learning at Cape Cod Community College where she also taught a semester-

length course in American folk art. Beth lives in Sandwich, Massachusetts.

March 15: Jim Coogan
Joseph Crosby Lincoln, Brewster-born Novelist

Jim Coogan was raised on Cape Cod in Brewster, After graduation from Boston College and military
srvice, he returned to the Cape and began a career as a high school history teacher, Retiring in 1999
after almost 30 years in the classroom, Jim joined with Dennis author Jack Sheedy, in launching Harvest
Home Books. He and Jack have written 12 hooks about Cape Cod, including four for children. A former
Cape Cod Times columnist and a popular speaker on the subject of Cape Cod history, Jim lives in
Sandwich, Massachusedtts.
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