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NEWS RELEASE 

Contacts: 
For event:  Jill Tompkins 508-540-3954, x576
For plastics research:  Kara Lavender Law, Principal Investigator

(508) 444-1935
Email: plastics@sea.edu 
Web:  http://sea.edu/plastics/index.htm
Sea Education Association Event Aboard Tall Ship 
Brings to Life the Film Into the Gyre 
(Woods Hole, Mass – July 10, 2012) The sailing research vessel SSV Corwith Cramer, owned and operated by Sea Education Association (SEA), will be open for public deck tours on July 30, 2012 from 4pm until 7pm, the same day as the Woods Hole Film Festival screening of Into the Gyre. 
 SSV Corwith Cramer is the vessel featured in the film Into the Gyre which documents Plastics at SEA: North Atlantic Expedition 2010 - the first-ever federally funded research expedition dedicated solely to examining the accumulation of plastic marine debris in the North Atlantic Ocean. The public may tour the deck of the tall ship at Dyers Dock in Woods Hole, located across the street from Redfield Auditorium at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (WHOI) where the screening of Into the Gyre will take place from 5pm-6pm. 
The public is invited to tour the tall ship deck, stand at the helm, go in the vessel’s “dog house,” see the oceanographically equipped science lab, and ask questions of scientists, crew and film director Scott Elliott who sailed with the 2010 Expedition captured in the film Into the Gyre.  Tickets to view the film may be purchased through the Woods Hole Film Festival.  The public may also learn about the upcoming Plastics at SEA: North Pacific Expedition 2012 that will take place this fall, October 2 through November 9, 2012.
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Plastics at SEA:  North Atlantic Expedition - Subject of Into the Gyre

During their 34-day cruise in 2010, the crew of the Woods Hole, Mass.-based sailing oceanographic research vessel Corwith Cramer explored an area more than 1,100 miles east of Bermuda that is an extension of the region of high plastic pollution defined by more than 200 previous SEA Semester voyages in the western North Atlantic. Observations from those trips found high concentrations of plastic debris comparable to the region of the eastern North Pacific Ocean often referred to as the “Great Pacific Garbage Patch”.

The scientific findings and notable events are provided on the expedition’s website at http://sea.edu/plastics/index.htm, including video footage and slideshows of the region of the North Atlantic where SEA scientists found high concentrations of floating plastic debris.  Additionally, the voyage called attention to the need to prevent litter and marine debris by reduce, reuse and recycling on land. 
“This expedition brings SEA’s extensive experience sampling marine debris to bear on cutting-edge research questions about the extent of plastic pollution and its biological and chemical impacts on the marine ecosystem,” said Giora Proskurowski, the expedition’s chief scientist. “For those onboard, sampling the surface ocean for marine debris forces us to confront the human impact on the environment thousands of miles from land.”
This expedition, which followed a 3,300 nautical mile saw-toothed track extending east of Bermuda, expanded upon SEA’s 25-year history of measuring plastics, tar, and other marine debris in the Atlantic Ocean. “SEA Semester provides an unprecedented opportunity for undergraduates to be responsible for collecting important baseline data,” noted Kara Lavender Law, Principal Investigator. 
The 2010 expedition was funded through the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Marine Debris Program (http://www.marinedebris.noaa.gov), and was in collaboration with Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution and Woods Hole Sea 
-MORE-
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Grant.  The Henry L. and Grace Doherty Foundation and the plastics industries of 
the American Chemistry Council provided funding to support educational outreach for this project. 
2010 Expedition Summary June 10 – July 14, 2010
· Number of plastic pieces counted: 48,571

· Number of plankton net tows: 128

· Distance travelled: 3,817 nautical miles

· Days at sea: 34

· People on board: 33

The SSV Corwith Cramer is a 134-foot brigantine-rigged sailing oceanographic research vessel. The 33-person crew included undergraduate and graduate students, high school teachers, an environmental policy analyst, writers, a business professional, scientists, and professional mariners, most of whom are alumni of SEA’s core academic program, SEA Semester.  
To learn more about Sea Education Association’s mission and programs, please visit www.sea.edu. 

Media Opportunity

On July 30, 2012, the press is invited to welcome the SSV Corwith Cramer as she arrives at Dyers Dock in Woods Hole, to watch the docking, and to tour the deck of the ship once the crew has disembarked. This program’s students are high school students. Scientists Skye Morét-Ferguson and Emelia DeForce, alumni of the Plastics at SEA: North Atlantic Expedition 2010, and Principal Investigator Kara Lavender Law will be available on dock for interviews, as will Scott Elliott, the film director of Into the Gyre. The ship will arrive at the dock between 7:30-8:30am, and will be available for boarding after 9am. The media may access the dock 7am– 9am. There is limited street parking. Advance reservations are requested; call Jill Tompkins office# 508-540-3954 x576 or cell # 508-524-5438.



-###-
Sea Education Association (SEA) was founded in 1971 as a nonprofit educational institution, which provides challenging multi-disciplinary academic programs ashore and at sea.  Its 12-week SEA Semester program for college undergraduates integrates marine science, maritime literature, history and policy, and practical seamanship with deep-water oceanographic research.  Since its founding more than 7,000 students have participated in its programs. 
