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Honeybee Democracy 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 29, 2012 
Contact: Julie O’Neil 508-896-3867 or adminsupport@ccmnh.org
On Saturday, March 31 at 11 am the Cape Cod Museum of Natural History will present Professor Thomas Seeley speaking on Honeybee Democracy. This program is free with Museum admission. Registration is required with the Museum at 508-896-3867. RSVP before March 10.

   
Thomas D. Seeley is Professor and Chairman in the Department of Neurobiology and Behavior at Cornell University. He is a world authority on animal behavior, especially the social behavior of honey bees. 
He is the author of The Wisdom of the Hive and Honeybee Ecology and Honeybee Democracy, among numerous publications.
“My scientific work focuses on understanding the phenomenon of swarm intelligence (SI):  the solving of cognitive problems by a group of individuals who pool their knowledge and process it through social interactions.”
In this special program Prof. Seeley will describe how honeybees evaluate potential nest sites, advertise their discoveries to one another, engage in open deliberation, choose a final site, and navigate together--as a swirling cloud of bees--to their new home. He will illustrate how evolution has honed the decision-making methods of honeybees over millions of years.
Honeybee Democracy brings together, for the first time, decades of Prof. Seeley's pioneering research to tell the amazing story of house hunting and democratic debate among the honeybees.
For further information, contact the Museum at 508-896-3867.  www.ccmnh.org
