Workshop on 
Planning for Sustainable Stormwater Financing
Wednesday, May 27, 2009

8:30 am to 12:30 pm

(Registration and breakfast at 8:00 am)

Conference Center, Cape Cod & Islands Association of Realtors

22 Mid-Tech Drive

West Yarmouth, MA 02673

Description:  In January, 2009, APCC held a workshop entitled “Stormwater Financing Workshop” which reviewed different methods of financing stormwater management programs and introduced the concept of stormwater utilities as a possible means of supporting municipal stormwater programs.  A stormwater utility is similar to other utilities (e.g., water, electricity, sewer) which charge user fees in order to provide essential services for consumers and manage resources.  Municipal stormwater utilities use the income from stormwater fees to clean and treat stormwater runoff, address stormwater-related flooding, and protect sensitive water resources, shellfish areas, and swimming beaches from stormwater pollution.  As of 2008, over 1,200 municipal stormwater utilities exist nationwide, including several in Massachusetts.  There are none on Cape Cod.  
This free follow-up workshop, entitled “Planning for Sustainable Stormwater Financing Workshop,” will describe the planning steps that a community could embark upon if there is interest in stormwater utilities as a means of paying for stormwater programs.  Planning for a stormwater utility includes conducting an initial feasibility study to determine if a stormwater utility makes sense for a particular community (e.g., “Does It Make Sense” or DIMS study).  If the DIMS study indicates that a stormwater utility may be suitable, the next stage of planning is a full feasibility study to develop a stormwater utility plan.  At all stages, public input and municipal support is critical.  
The Town of Yarmouth recently conducted a DIMS exercise to determine if a stormwater utility might make sense for Yarmouth, and the results of this exercise will be presented.  The workshop will also discuss overcoming barriers to adopting stormwater utilities and will review the basics of stormwater utilities – what they are, how they can help a municipality manage stormwater, and how they work.  The workshop will end with a discussion to explore interest in a regional approach to sustainable stormwater financing.  Mr. Andrew Reese, of AMEC Earth & Environmental, Inc., will be the principal speaker; Andy is a nationally-recognized expert in stormwater utilities.
 
Target audience:  Municipal and County departments and boards (e.g., DPW directors, stormwater managers, town engineers, Boards of Selectmen, Town Councils, finance committees, wastewater managers, drinking water managers, Conservation Commissions, planning and health boards), consultants and engineering firms, and environmental organizations.

 

Cost:  This workshop is free, but registration is required.  To register electronically, visit http://www.apcc.org/content/events-and-workshops, look for the Workshop on Planning for Sustainable Stormwater Financing event and follow directions to register.  For more information, contact Dr. Jo Ann Muramoto at (508) 362-4226 ext. 16 or jmuramoto@apcc.org.

 

Sponsored by:  the Association to Preserve Cape Cod, the Massachusetts Bays Program on Cape Cod, Cape Cod Commission’s Project Storm, and the Barnstable County Coastal Resources Committee.  Funding is provided by the Massachusetts Environmental Trust. 

 

Planning for Sustainable Stormwater Financing Workshop

Wednesday, May 27, 2009

8:00 am to 12:30 pm

Conference Center, Cape Cod & Islands Association of Realtors, 22 Mid-Tech Drive

West Yarmouth, MA 02673

Workshop Agenda

8:00 am.
Registration and Breakfast

8:30 am.  Introduction

Jo Ann Muramoto, Ph.D., Association to Preserve Cape Cod and Massachusetts Bays Program Regional Coordinator for Cape Cod

8:35 am.  Review of Stormwater Utilities

Andy Reese, AMEC Earth & Environmental, Inc.  

Brief review of the definition of a stormwater utility, purpose, how it works, and benefits compared to other kinds of stormwater financing.
9:15 am.  Does It Make Sense (DIMS)?  How to Succeed or Fail at a Stormwater Utility

Andy Reese, AMEC.  Discussion of how to prepare your community for a Does It Make Sense (DIMS) study, steps for maximizing the potential for success, and pitfalls to avoid.
10:10 am.  Break.
10:15 am.  Results of the Town of Yarmouth DIMS Exercise
George Allaire, Town of Yarmouth DPW Director and Laura Chan, AMEC.  Results of the Yarmouth DIMS exercise recently conducted by AMEC.

10:45 am.  Beyond DIMS:  Feasibility Studies and Implementation of a Stormwater Utility.
Andy Reese, AMEC.  Overview of the process, steps and examples of timeframes for undertaking a stormwater utility feasibility study and adopting a stormwater utility.
11:30 am.  Regional Possibilities for Stormwater Financing
Exploration of possibilities for regional collaboration among Cape Cod communities.  

12:00 pm.  Roundtable Discussion
An opportunity to raise specific questions and discuss next steps in an open forum.
12:30 pm.  End

Sponsored by: the Association to Preserve Cape Cod, Massachusetts Bays Program Cape Cod Region, Cape Cod Commission’s Project Storm, and the Barnstable County Coastal Resources Committee, with support from the Massachusetts Environmental Trust.  
