Southeast and Islands Regional Advocacy Coordinator

Headquartered at Mass Audubon’s Moose Hill Wildlife Sanctuary in Sharon, MA.

Seeking a capable and experienced individual with knowledge and experience regarding conservation advocacy and land protection issues within southeastern Massachusetts to be Mass Audubon’s Southeast and Islands Regional Advocacy Coordinator (RAC).  The RAC will be a member of Mass Audubon’s Advocacy Department and work in concert with the Southeast and Islands sanctuaries and Regional Director and Mass Audubon’s Land Protection Department. The Regional Advocacy Coordinator will serve as the liaison between the Region and the Advocacy Department for local and regional biological conservation, land use, and conservation advocacy issues. The RAC will advance Mass Audubon Advocacy policy in the region and simultaneously bring local and regional issues to the attention of the Department for analysis and action. The principal focus of this position will be southeastern Massachusetts south from Route 128 and north of the Cape Cod Canal.  The RAC will work within MAS and with local conservation organizations and officials to establish regional advocacy priorities that he or she will focus on within Southeastern Massachusetts consistent with MAS mission and priorities.  The RAC will selectively and proactively advocate for the protection of land as functional habitat for native plants and animals by working on the local and regional level with Mass Audubon staff and conservation partner organizations.  Responsibilities will include:
· Serving as a regional circuit rider and catalyst for land conservation advocacy to advance Mass Audubon’s priorities within the Southeast and Islands region.

· Working to provide community outreach and training programs to local officials and citizens, building capacity for land conservation in the region through smart growth measures including the adoption of open space plans, the Green Neighborhoods Initiative open space zoning, and Community Preservation Act. 

· Working in cooperation with state, federal and local agencies, regional and local watershed associations and land trusts. 

· Working closely with the Southeastern Massachusetts Legislative Delegation by bringing Mass Audubon’s Legislative Priorities to the region and simultaneously advancing Mass Audubon’s regional priorities at the State House, working several days a month out of the Legislative Affairs Office on Beacon Hill. 

· Working with sanctuary staff in SE Massachusetts to build awareness of MAS legislative priorities and key advocacy issues within the region and the state as well build awareness of the advocacy function within MAS.  Examples of outreach activities include holding “Meet Your Candidate Night(s)”, “Meet Your Legislator Night(s)”, and sponsors regional Leadership Friends tours of the State House.
Desired qualifications include:  a B.A. or B.S. and five years of relevant work experience; familiarity with biological, economic, and political issues in Massachusetts and the region; familiarity with local, state, and federal government, law, and regulation; the ability to work cooperatively, with the general public, and under minimal supervision; strong public speaking and writing skills; computer literacy; planning, organizational, and good time management skills; flexible schedule; willingness to travel and work evenings and weekends;  valid driver’s license.  Please send cover letter and resume to Elaine Kile, Massachusetts Audubon Society, 208 South Great Road, Lincoln, MA  01773 or email ekile@massaudubon.org.

