The Marine Institute

Job Description

Position:
STO - BIOTOX Project 

Service Group:
MEFSS 

Grade:
STO 
Location:
GTP/Oranmore

Brief Description of the Marine Institute

The Marine Institute is a non-commercial semi-state body, which was formally established by Statute (Marine Institute Act, 1991) in October 1992.  

Under the Act the Marine Institute was given responsibility:

“to undertake, to co-ordinate, to promote and to assist in marine research and development and to provide such services related to marine research and development , that in the opinion of the Institute will promote economic development and create employment and protect the marine environment.”

The Institute works in conjunction with the Department of Communications, Marine & Natural Resources, other Government Departments, semi-state agencies and various national and international marine based bodies.  

Marine Environment & Food Services Group
The successful candidate will work primarily as a member of the Biotoxin Chemistry Team which is part of the MEFS Service Group.  MEFS is a service group within the Marine Institute and is mainly concerned with ensuring the safety of Irish seafood products and the conservation of the Irish marine environment. Currently, the service group consists of three sections – Biotoxins, Marine Chemistry and Fish Health. The MEFS service group has approx. 45 staff, under the directorship of Micheal Ó Cinneide.

The goals of the MEFS service group are:

· To be a centre of internationally recognised excellence, as shown by the achievement of ISO 17025 quality standards.

· To be responsive to the need of industry and the wider Institute stakeholders.

· To meet the service needs of DoMNR, FSAI and the EC.

· To promote the sustainable development of Ireland’s marine resources, while ensuring the conservation of the marine environment

· To ensure that the service group is a rewarding place to work.

Brief Description of the Position
The person in this post will be responsible for the BIOTOX project and coordinating the technical and research staff working on the BIOTOX project in the Biotoxin Chemistry Team in Galway.  The person will also contribute to the targets of the project by conducting experiments and carrying out work necessary for achieving the goals of the project.

Principal Tasks

· Administration of the BIOTOX EU-project (targets, expenditure, timesheets etc.).

· Guide and assist postgraduate students in their research.

· Work on supporting elements of the project, including the preparation of reference materials and the isolation of toxins.

· Assist in the integration of the BIOTOX research work into the core monitoring.

BIOTOX project

BIOTOX is a three-year EU funded research project the aims of which are outlined below:

Development, validation and standardisation of cost-effective assays for lipophilic marine biotoxins 

Development, validation and standardisation of reference methods (LC-MS) for lipophilic

marine biotoxins

Feasibility study on the production of CRMs

Early warning system for toxins based on gene expression and/or passive sampling
Improvement of decontamination techniques and traceability systems
Report on the harmonisation of monitoring, control and handling of contaminated shellfish
Workshop and training; newsletters, website and scientific publications

The tasks for which the Marine Institute is contracted will include the development and validation of LC-MS methodology, the preparation of reference materials, the isolation of toxins and the development of passive sampling techniques for chemistry-based monitoring of marine biotoxins.

Contacts

Within the Marine Institute

Team Leader Biotoxin Chemistry, Biotoxin Section Manager, Service Group Director, staff of the Institute, Chief Executive Officer, Board of Institute.

External

Liaison with the aquaculture industry, staff from DCMNR, FSAI, other governmental organizations and scientists from other laboratories.

Training

A full range of training will be provided as required, on the job and through appropriate courses.

Requirements
Essential:


· Degree in Chemistry or closely related subject or equivalent.

· Minimum of two years experience in a laboratory. 

· Experience in the use of Microsoft Word, Excel and Powerpoint 

· Experienced in writing scientific reports and publications

· Experience in supervising and collaborating with members of a technical team.
Desirable:

· Research experience through post graduate studies in a relevant scientific/technical discipline.

· Familiarity with aquaculture industry and with the work programme of MEFS Service Group 

· Experience of working on board research vessels 
· Full driver’s licence
Special Personal Attributes
Essential: 


· Dynamic and reliable.  Self-sufficient while being a good team player.

· Good interpersonal skills.

· Ability to communicate effectively in written and audiovisual formats.

· A high level of personal organisation and a methodological approach to record-keeping and archiving

Reporting Structure
The successful applicant will report to the Team Leader Biotoxin Chemistry.
Salary 
Remuneration is in accordance with the STO contributory salary scale approved by the 

Department of Finance which currently starts at €28,361.  The position does not include

membership of the Marine Institute Pensions schemes, however the salary has been adjusted

to include an amount to be used for pension purposes. The Marine Institute has an established

PRSA scheme.

Annual Leave

Annual Leave entitlement will be 23 working days, exclusive of Public Holidays.

Duration of Contract
The contract will be for a duration of 3 years with a six month probation period.
