DRAFT FLEX  Meeting Notes:  10/21/08
Attendees:  Sheila Clifford, Claire Reid, Helen Gordon, MaryAnn Lucas, Shirley Barkley, Lynn Stellrecht, Sue Tomeo, Marie Allen, Mary Schumacher
We welcomed two new participants, Marie Allen from Biology and Mary Schumacher from Marine Policy.

Our first topic of discussion was Grants.gov timeline for transition to “the 2007 System featuring Adobe Reader” which translated means that we will be opening the xfdl downloaded packages using Adobe Acrobat.  By the end of December all Grants.gov packages will be in this new format.  Note that the package must be opened with version 8.1.12 or newer, using an older version will corrupt the file and make it unusable.  The package documents will be pdf writable documents and will look much the same as we are used to.   Please remember that all packages have different documents to be completed therefore it is recommended that you download the package and check to see what is required, also how the information is collected in the package.


Collaborative proposals cannot be submitted via Grants.gov as they have not organized their system to allow these type of submissions.   NSF grants that are collaboratives will have to be done in Fastlane;  NOAA proposals will have to be submitted with the assistance of the NOAA program manager.


CICOR note:  the present cooperative agreement runs through June 30, 2009; new proposals will soon be underway for continuation of the agreement. 

NSF Proposal submission guideline changes for January 1, 2009, were discussed.   We went over the “Summary of Significant Changes” attached here.  I’ll go over the items we discussed.

NSF ID:  new IDs are being issued to replace the use of Social Security numbers.  This will be a unique numerical identifier assigned to Fastlane users by NSF.


Nondiscrimination certificates:  proposers are advised that nondiscrimination certificates must be obtained from subrecipients, subgrantees and subcontractors.  Claire felt this meant that we must have them on file, not included in the proposal, and that there is a standard form we can use (Claire??  Do we have a form we can send each sub to complete and keep for our records).

Postdoctoral Researchers:  NSF will now require a separate section included in the Project Description describing the mentoring activities that the postdoc will be involved in.  Proposals that do not include the mentoring activities section will be returned without review. It is recommended that the mentoring activities be in a separate section of the text with the heading of Mentoring Activities (similar to the way Broader Impacts is done). 

Senior project personnel will have no more than 2 months of regular salary in any one year including any compensation received from all NSF-funded grants.  It is felt that this requirement targets personnel from educational (hard money) institutions, though contact with NSF has not been clear on the issue.   Claire is working on a statement that will be included at the beginning of our budget justifications that will address the requirements, and explain our situation.


RAPID and EAGER:  RAPID is a new proposal mechanism within NSF for quick-response research (our interpretation is OMG) including disasters, unforeseen emergencies for up to $200k and duration of one year.   EAGER (replaces SGER) is a funding mechanism for exploratory work for up to $300k and two year duration.   There must be dialogue with the program manager before submission.  Both of these mechanisms will be in place on January 5, 2009.

There will be no differentiation between PI and Co-PI.  Essentially all senior personnel with be responsible for the submission of reports.

All of this and more information can be found in the NSF Fastlane summary of significant changes to the grant proposal guide.

http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf091
Claire and Helen are rolling out a new WHOIgrants User Group with a notice coming soon to all WHOIgrants users for participation in meetings to be held quarterly with the first coming in November. In 2009, there will be no monies for the maintenance piece of WHOIGrants. The first meeting of this group will meet to provide input to Claire and Helen on what may need to be fixed in WHOIgrants prior to the end of the year.
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