DRAFT FLEX  Meeting Notes:  11/28/07

Attendees:  Sheila Clifford, Eileen Wicklund, Deb Shafer, Christina Cuellar, Anita Norton, Ellen Gately, Claire Reid, Helen Gordon, Sue Tomeo, Erin Dupuis, Maureen Carragher, MaryAnn Lucas

***********************************************************************

Questions from WHOIgrants class (Cheryl Nebb, Jane Hopewood, M McCafferty, Yani Wozonski-Hanson):
$5000 Equipment?
Equipment:   All property with a value $5000 or greater including separate modules that combined total $5000 or greater (even if it is over-the-side) belongs in the equipment category of a budget.

Help, Helen???  The other question?  And are the names right here?

We spent time during this meeting going through the recently published Fastlane Proposal Preparation Instructions which will be effective January 2008.  

Some noted items:  

1.
Fonts (page II-2):  Time New Roman at a font size of 11 pt or larger has been reinstated in their font specs, as well as Arial 10, Courier New or Palatino Linotype at a font size of 10 points ore larger; Computer Modern family of fonts size 11 pts or larger.   [“A font size of 10 or less may be used for mathematical formulas or equations, figure, table or diagram captions and when using a Symbol font to insert Greek letters or special characters.  PIs are cautioned, however, that the text must be readable.”
2.
Results from Prior NSF (page II-8):  “Each PI and co-PI who has received more than one award must report on the award most closely related to the proposal.”

3.
References Cited (page II-8):  “… this section must include bibliographic citations only and must not be used to provide parenthetical information outside the 15-page project limit.”   Note that this addresses the practice of including Prior NSF publications in the reference section which they do not want to see.
4.
Bio Sketch Publications (page II-9):  “For unpublished manuscripts, list only those submitted or accepted for publication (along with most likely date of publication).”

5.
Equipment (Line D on proposal budget, page II-12):  Again WHOI policy will include overboard instruments $5000 or greater.

6
Submission of collaborative proposals (page II-21):  “… It is imperative that the proposals be submitted within a reasonable timeframe to one another.”  This committee recommends 1 week.

Also note:  “Separately submitted collaborative proposals must be submitted via Fastlane as Grants.gov does not currently support this type of functionality.”

Participant costs .. Anita to give words

WHOIgrants:  
Helen Gordon has given Acrobat 8 the green light for Fastlane compatibility.  Must be configured with Fastlane options.

Some wishes for WHOIgrants modifications.  
When a proposal is copied as the submission level the PI and Co-PI indicators are lost and must be reentered on each sub-budget.  Can this be carried over?
When a proposal is copied at the submission level would like to have checkbox details (such as subcontract and collaborator list) brought over.

If the new submission is a Revision would like to see Agency Distribution for green sheet brought over.

Fastlane Beta Testers:

We had several kind/crazy? Committee members sign up for participate as Fastlane Beta Testers:   Sheila Clifford, Maureen Carragher, Christine Cuellar, Sue Tomeo.  

Note:  Sheila will report to the committee what this will entail.
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