DARPA (Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency)

White Paper (letter of intent) electronic submission

These instructions are strictly for DARPA white papers, as none of us have done proposal submissions yet.

STEP 1 – INSTALL PKI CERTIFICATE

Before using the electronic submission system – install the PKI certificate.  Do this by downloading from the site and importing into Netscape.

Go here:  http://www.tfims.darpa.mil/
click "Install PKI"
download and unzip this file
Go to Netscape/Edit/Preferences/Privacy & Security/certificates
click on manage certificates and select the Authorities tab
Import file you unzipped (dodcacerts.cer)

STEP 2 – REQUEST AN ACCOUNT

Go here:  https://www.tfims.darpa.mil/baa/  (while you are here click on the red link just above the list of BAA #'s to download "BAA Tool Instructions" – print the file-you will use it later).

Click on the BAA # you are responding to.

At the top of the page "Request an Account".  Within a few minutes of submitting the request, the PI should receive an email acknowledging the request.  
Within minutes he/she will receive a second email with a temporary password.  Use this to log in, then change password only! 

After changing password, ask PI to send an email to the BAA# (in our case BAA06-15@darpa.mil) with subject line reading CERTIFICATE INSTALLATION COMPLETED (These instructions are also in the email that the PI will forward to you with username and temporary password).
STEP 3 – FOLLOW BAA TOOL INSTRUCTIONS YOU DOWNLOADED AT THE BEGINNING OF STEP 2.
One important note about this – the people who wrote the instructions just can't be the same people who created the web site.  The instructions make reference to your submission being an "abstract and/or proposal".  It should read "white paper and/or proposal".  The actual abstract requested to go along with a white paper should be pasted in on the web site cover sheet where it is requested.  That abstract will be called "Executive Summary" on the cover sheet that the system generates for you to print.
